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PERSIAN CLAIMS ON BAHRAIN 


By: Dr. Fetouh al-Khatrash 
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^ Summary 

The author of this article surveys the history of Persian 

claims over the sovereignty of Bahrain and the British stand 
in this regard. 

Immediately after the First World War, Persia not only 
renewed its claims over Bahrain but it also submitted a com- 
plaint to the United Nations; however, in response to this, 
the British Government made it clear that it considered Bah- 
rain and its people under the British protection and it would 
never admit that Bahrain was ever a part of Persia. Also, the 
British Government authorized itself to defend Bahrain and 
its government and to protect it against any aggression or 
intrusion. 


In 1928, Sheikh Issa of Bahrain authorised the British 
Government to take any defensive measures to maintain the 
rights of Bahrain and nullify the Persian declarations in front 
of the United Nations in Geneva. He also sent his son 
Mohammed to accompany the British Government’s repre- 
sentative to reach that end to assist him. 

As Britain had always maintained specific relations with 
Bahrain and considered it as a sovereign country in the area, 
it felt that it had the privilege to conduct the Bahrain Foreign 
affairs and to defend it against any foreign aggression. Bah- 
rain became an independent iountry in 1971, and meanwhile 
Iran gave up its previous claims. Bahrain is now a fully 
sovereign country and enjoys complete membership in the 
League of Arab States and in the United Nations. Therefore, 
any Persian claim for domination over Bahrain cannot be 
based on historical factors nor on the rationality governing 
international relations. 
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